Chicago History Museum:

By Helene Otto

The Chicago History Museum, founded in 1856 as the Chicago Historical Society, is the city’s oldest cultural institution. After
the Great Chicago Fire of 1871 destroyed much of its collection, the museum rebuilt and eventually settled in Lincoln Park. In
2006, it was renamed to better reflect its focus on Chicago’s past and its national significance.

Today, the museum features several exciting exhibitions:

e Dressed in History — A showcase of 70 rare garments that reflect changing fashion and social norms.

e Designing for Change — Protest art from the 1960s—70s highlighting activism in Chicago.

e Injustice: The Trial for the Murder of Emmett Till — A powerful exhibit on a key moment in civil rights history.
e Chicago: Crossroads of America — A permanent exhibition exploring the city’s growth and influence.

The museum also offers engaging experiences for younger visitors, such as the Sensing Chicago exhibit, which encourages
exploration through the five senses, and the Imagining Chicago: The Dioramas, a series of detailed miniature models
depicting the city’s transformation over time.

With a collection encompassing over 22 million artifacts, the Chicago History Museum serves as a vital resource for
understanding the city’s past and its impact on broader American history.

My experience in the museum was very informative, at first | didn’t know much about the history of Chicago, but learning
about the great fire and the city’s history really opened my eyes. The most impressive showcase for me was the fashion
pieces from different eras. We also watched a movie in their theater which summed up the history of the city in a really great
way.
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