
Chinatown is a neighbourhood, on the South Side of Chicago, along S. Wentworth 

Avenue between Cermak Road and W. 26th St. It is an ethnic neighbourhood 
for Chinese cultures and the second oldest Chinatown aŌer, Chinatown, San Francisco.   

 

Chinatown in Chicago has a long history. The first 
Chinese immigrants arrived in the city around the 
1870s. AŌer the transconƟnental railroad was 
completed in 1869, many Chinese workers lost 
their jobs and faced discriminaƟon on the west 
coast. To escape this discriminaƟon and violence, 
some moved to Chicago where they were 
welcomed at first. In the late 1800s, about 25% of 
Chicago’s 600 Chinese residents seƩled on Clark 
Street, what became known as Old Chinatown. By 
the turn of the century, more and more powerful 
clans and family associaƟons began to rise among 

the Chinese populaƟon in Chicago, which helped to strengthen solidarity and to ensure the 
immigraƟon of more Chinese Americans in the area. Chinese businesses thrived and 
ChrisƟan missions also helped ease tensions between the Chinese and other Chicagoans. 
AŌer the earthquake in 1906, many more Chinese moved to Chicago and the populaƟon 
started growing. Due to increasing discriminaƟon and conflicts, Chinatown shiŌed more 
south and over the next few decades, conƟnued to expand by buying up land and growing 
populaƟon. Numerous important buildings and structures in Chinatown arose in the area 
such as the Canal Street railroad bridge, built in 1914. 

Over Ɵme Chinatown became a centre of Chinese culture and life in Chicago. The 
neighbourhood not only provided a home for immigrants but also helped preserve Chinese 
tradiƟons, fesƟvals and language. Today, the Chinese American community is proud of its 
heritage and works hard to share it with visitors.  

Chinatown offers a unique cultural experience 
and many aƩracƟons for tourists and it’s a 
great place to spend a few hours or even the 
whole day. One popular desƟnaƟon is 
Chinatown Square, an open-air plaza, where 
you can see public art like sculptures and 
tradiƟonal shops and restaurants. Nearby, 
there is Nine Dragon Wall, a beauƟful replica of 
a famous structure. For those who are 
interested in history, there is the Chinese 
American Museum of Chicago which tells the 

story of Chinese immigrants and their history in Chicago. It’s a good stop if you want to learn 
more about the community’s heritage. 



The heart of Chinatown is Wentworth 
Avenue, where you can walk under the 
famous Chinatown Gateway, at the 
entrance to this road. There are many 
restaurants, bakeries and souvenir shops. 
One of the best things to do in Chinatown 
is eat. Many people come here to try dim 
sum, which is a type of Chinese meal with 
small dishes like dumplings and buns. 
Triple Crown Restaurant is a local favourite, 
offering a variety of Chinese dishes. 

To get to Chinatown you can choose a more unusual way. There is a water taxi from Chicago 
Riverwalk to Chinatown, from which you can enjoy the views of the river. 

One of the best Ɵmes to visit Chinatown is during Lunar New Year celebraƟons in the winter, 
which includes many Chinese tradiƟons like lion dances, colourful floats and lots of music. 

Chinatown is a mix of old tradiƟons. You’ll find a unique variety of restaurants, parks and 
shops. Whether you want to try new foods or explore the Chinese culture, Chinatown offers 
fun acƟviƟes for everyone. It’s an easy and enjoyable place to visit, and a must see if you visit 
Chicago.   

                                                                                                                                                                                     


