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The Milwaukee Art Museum is internationally celebrated for both its rich art collection and its iconic 
architecture, designed by Spanish architect Santiago Calatrava. This Museum’s roots date back to 1888, 
when it was founded as the Milwaukee Art Association. Over time, it grew, merging with other local art 
institutions, until it became the museum we know today. It now houses more than 30,000 works of art, 
including pieces by Pablo Picasso, Joan Miró, Andy Warhol, and Georgia O’Keeffe, from ancient to 
contemporary, offering something for every art lover. 

The iconic architecture, the Burke Brise Soleil, a wing-like structure, tops the museum’s Quadracci Pavilion 
and is a symbol of innovation on Milwaukee’s lakefront. Made of 72 steel fins, the wings span 66m when 
fully extended—wider than a Boeing 747.  

These wings move daily: opening at 10:00 a.m., closing and reopening at noon, and closing again at the 
end of the museum day, usually around 17:00. Their movement offers a dynamic experience for visitors 
and serves as a visual marker of time. However, the wings remain closed if wind speeds exceed 37 km/h, 
and they automatically close if conditions become unsafe. 

Together, the museum’s architecture and collection offer a powerful blend of creativity, history, and 
modern design—making it a cultural landmark in the heart of the Midwest. 


