
Navy Pier 
 
 
Navy Pier is one of Chicago's most famous landmarks, known for its rich history 
and exciting attractions. It was completed in 1916 and was originally called 
Municipal Pier. The pier was part of Daniel Burnham’s grand plan for Chicago and 
was designed to be a multipurpose space for shipping, public events, and 
entertainment. During World War I and II, the pier played a crucial role as a 
training site for the U.S. Navy, which is how it got its current name. 
After the wars, Navy Pier saw a decline in use and went through many changes, 
including being used as a college campus and a convention center. By the 1970s, 
it needed a revival. In 1995, a major renovation brought new life to the pier, 
turning it into a top tourist destination with rides, restaurants, and cultural 
venues. 
Today, Navy Pier is home to the Centennial Wheel, which gives visitors incredible 
views of the city and Lake Michigan. It also features the Chicago Children’s 
Museum, the Chicago Shakespeare Theater, and the Crystal Gardens. The pier is 
known for its summer fireworks, live music, and festivals, which attract millions 
of visitors each year. 
Navy Pier’s blend of history, modern attractions, and community events makes it 
a unique part of Chicago. It serves as a reminder of the city’s past while offering 
fun and entertainment for all ages. 
 


