Route 66

Route 66, known as the "Main Street of America," was one of the first highways in the United
States. It opened in 1926 and connected Chicago, lllinois, to Santa Monica, California,
stretching over 2,400 miles. The road became an important part of American travel, helping

people move across the country and explore new places.

Chicago is the starting point of Route 66. The road begins right here at 80 E Jackson Blvd,
where a plague marks the spot. For many years, travelers began their journey west from this
very location. Today, it's a famous stop for tourists who want to learn about the history of the
highway.

During the Great Depression in the 1930s, Route 66 became a lifeline for many families
moving west to escape poverty. The road also played a big role in the rise of roadside
businesses like gas stations, motels, and diners. It helped small towns grow and brought new
opportunities to many areas.

Route 66 has been celebrated in books, songs, and movies. It’s mentioned in John Steinbeck’s
novel The Grapes of Wrath and in the popular song "Get Your Kicks on Route 66." Even
though the highway is no longer a major road, it remains an important symbol of American
freedom and adventure.

In the 1950s, new highways were built, and Route 66 was slowly replaced by faster routes. It
was officially removed from the U.S. highway system in 1985. However, many parts of the old
road are still preserved and visited by travelers today.

Though Route 66 is no longer an active highway, its legacy lives on. It remains a symbol of
America’s love for the open road and the spirit of exploration. Starting right here in Chicago,
Route 66 offers a glimpse into the past and the golden age of road trips in the U.S.




