
STATE CAPITOL BUILDING MADISON 
The Wisconsin State Capitol building in Madison serves as the seat of all three branches of 
the state government: the legislaƟve (both chambers), the execuƟve (the governor), and the 
judicial (the state Supreme Court). It stands at the heart of downtown Madison, strategically 
located on an isthmus between Lake Mendota and Lake Monona, making it both a 
geographical and poliƟcal centerpiece. 

This building is the fiŌh state capitol in Wisconsin’s history and the third one to be 
constructed at its current site. The previous structure was heavily damaged by fire in 1904, 
which led to the design and construcƟon of the current Capitol. ConstrucƟon began in 1906, 
but due to financial setbacks, it wasn't completed unƟl 1917. The total cost at the Ɵme was 
$7.2 million—a considerable sum that highlights the importance the state placed on 
rebuilding its government center. Today, the building is insured for $200 million, excluding 
the value of its historic furnishings and artwork. 

Architecturally, the building is both imposing and unique. It reaches approximately 87 
meters (about 285 feet) in height, making it the tallest building in Madison. This height is 
preserved by a city ordinance prohibiƟng any other structure from surpassing the Capitol's 
dome. The dome itself is a remarkable engineering achievement—it is the only granite dome 
in the world and the largest dome by volume in the United States. 

Atop the dome stands the statue "Wisconsin", a symbolic figure dressed in Greek robes. 
With her right arm extended to represent the state moƩo, "Forward", and a globe with an 
eagle in her leŌ hand, she embodies the state’s aspiraƟons and idenƟty. Her helmet, 
notably, features a badger—the state animal—adding a uniquely Wisconsin touch to the 
neoclassical figure. 

In recogniƟon of its historical and architectural significance, the Wisconsin State Capitol was 
designated a NaƟonal Historic Landmark in 2001. This status ensures its preservaƟon as a 
monument of both state pride and naƟonal heritage. 
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